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PART 502—DEFINITIONS OF WORDS AND TERMS 502.101

PART 502—DEFINITIONS OF WORDS AND TERMS

Subpart 502.1—Definitions

502.101 Definitions.
“Agency competition advocate” means the GSA Competi-

tion Advocate in the Office of the Chief Acquisition Officer.
“Assigned counsel” means the attorney employed by the

Office of General Counsel (including offices of Regional
Counsel) assigned to provide legal review or assistance.

“Contracting activity competition advocate” means the
individual designated in writing by the Head of the Contract-
ing Activity (HCA).  This authority may not be redelegated.
The HCA must ensure that the designated competition advo-
cate is not assigned any duty or responsibility that is inconsis-
tent with the advocacy function. The identity of the designated
official shall be communicated to procuring staff and the
Senior Procurement Executive.

“Contracting director” means:
(a) Except in the Federal Acquisition Service (FAS), a

director of a Central Office or Regional office Division
responsible for performing contracting or contract administra-
tion functions.

(b) In FAS Central Office—
(1) The Assistant Commissioner for Assisted Acquisi-

tion Services or designee;
(2) The Assistant Commissioner for General Supplies

and Services or designee; 
(3) The Assistant Commissioner for Integrated Tech-

nology Services or designee;

(4) The Assistant Commissioner for Travel, Motor
Vehicle and Card Services or designee; and

(5) The Assistant Commissioner for Acquisition Man-
agement or designee for support offices with contracting func-
tions.

(c) In FAS Regions, the Assistant Regional Commissioner
or designee.

“Contracting officer’s representative (COR), contracting
officer’s technical representative (COTR), or contract admin-
istrator” means a Government employee designated in writing
by the contracting officer to perform specific limited activities
for the contracting officer, such as contract administration.

“Debarring official” or “suspending official” means the
Senior Procurement Executive or a designee.

“Head of the contracting activity” means the Deputy Chief
Acquisition Officer; Commissioners of the Federal Acquisi-
tion Service (FAS) or Public Buildings Service (PBS); or
Regional Commissioners.  The Deputy Chief Acquisition
Officer serves as the HCA for Central Office contracting
activities outside of FAS and PBS.

“Senior procurement executive” means the Deputy Chief
Acquisition Officer.

“Senior program official”means a person reporting to, and
designated by, the HCA to have overall program responsibil-
ity for determining how the agency will meet its needs. The
official should have a position of authority over the participat-
ing offices. Examples include Assistant Regional Commis-
sioners or Deputy Commissioners.
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